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Opportunity knocks

nother year has passed in a 
flash, one in which Skillcrown 
celebrated its 25th year of 
trading and I am delighted 

to report that we have continued in the 
same vein by exceeding the previous 
year’s turnover, starts on site and 
completions.

There was an air of uncertainty as we 
entered the New Year, so let me be 
blunt: the market has toughened and 
new projects are harder to secure. That 
said, with the right attitude, patience 
and persistence, there are many 
opportunities out there – it’s just about 
putting the right motivated people 
together.

For instance, Housing Associations 
are every agent’s and site trader’s best 
friend at the moment. They are deemed 
to be the ‘safe bet’ and are seen to ‘have 
money’, both of which are true but HAs 
know that people have this mindset and 
are inundated with opportunities – with 
landowners punting their site to every 
HA and putting it with umpteen agents, 
who in turn go to the same HAs. This 
results in the opportunity becoming a 
bit stale, and tagged with being ‘punted 
around the market’, which becomes off-
putting for a potential purchaser.  Quite 
frankly, it amazes me that people still 

think this tactic will generate the best 
value, when in fact it ends up doing the 
complete opposite!

In this market where sites are aplenty 
and doing the rounds, be smarter, 
instruct a good agent to advise you and 
let them run it solely to put the pieces 
of the deal together on a more discreet 
basis. Or, if you have the contacts, pick 
a good contractor – like Skillcrown – 
and let them structure a Design and 
Build package. Having a contractor on 
board is the most likely way to secure 
genuine interest as, in more uncertain 
times (as well as more certain times), 
the security of a fixed build is the most 
likely way of giving HAs the security 
and comfort they desire.

In terms of the second half of 2018, 
we were still active and successful 
in securing three new projects and 
planning permission under delegated 
powers for 70 units in Dartford and 
24 units in Croydon, as well as 16 
units at committee under permitted 
development in Bromley. In addition, 
in September our development in 
Southwark – which we built out for 
Wandle – won Best Small Development 
at the National Housing Awards.
As always, if you are considering selling 
a potential site or have the ability to 

introduce us to something you feel 
we may be interested in, we would 
be delighted to hear from you. I will 
be attending the CIH Conference in 
Brighton on 6th and 7th March, as well 
as MIPIM in Cannes the following week 
(13th and 14th March), so if you want 
to meet at either event, please get in 
touch so we can squeeze you into an 
already busy diary.

I hope you enjoy our latest newsletter.

Kevin Clark
Land & Business Development Director
Kevin@skillcrown.co.uk
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£25M PROJECT SET TO BOOST HOUSING IN CROYDON

he Croydon Borough has one of London’s 
largest housing targets, with an expected 
growth of 30,000 homes by 2029. Skillcrown  
will be providing a mix of one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments for shared ownership  

and affordable rent on behalf of housing association, Optivo.
 
Located on Cairo New Road in the heart of the town, the 
development is perfectly served by the popular tram link and 
nearby West Croydon train station. The main shopping centre 
is within walking distance and the build will also be in close 
proximity to the new Westfield Shopping Centre.

Previously a 1960s warehouse, the site was most recently 
used by a church group, Mountain of Fire and Miracles 
Ministries. Construction has now commenced to build the 
development, which is a part four-storey and part fourteen-
storey structure. Most of the apartments will have balconies 
and residents will also benefit from the use of an outside 

amenity area. Additionally, the development will have space 
for a retail unit on the ground floor. In addition to the new 
homes, renovation of the public realm close to the site and a 
listed former mission hall is to be carried out to improve the 
landscape of the immediate area.

“We are delighted to be working with Optivo as part of the 
housing boom in Croydon in creating opportunities for 
people to get onto the property ladder,” said Salik Osman, 
Managing Director at Skillcrown. “It’s the ideal time for people 
to snap up a property in Croydon with Westfield Shopping 
Centre on the horizon and other regeneration projects taking 
shape.”

“Skillcrown sourced the location and came to us with a 
proposal we couldn’t turn down” commented a spokesperson 
for Optivo. “We’ve had previous experience working with the 
team and are confident this new development will be popular 
in Croydon.”

Work is well under way on a major development worth in excess of £25 million  
for Skillcrown to deliver 113 new homes to Croydon’s historic old town. 
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he development which will consist of 27  
self-contained apartments, with the majority 
for shared ownership will be located on a 
site in Penerley Road, Catford, which was 
formerly home to Phoebe’s Garden Centre.

Work is already underway to deliver five two-and-a-half-
storey buildings, with a combined total of 10 one-bedroom, 
10 two-bedroom and 7 three-bedroom flats. Two units, 
which will be fully adapted for wheelchair users, will be for 
affordable rent, while the remaining 25 apartments will be 
available for shared ownership. The scheme will include 
car parking, cycling provision and beautifully landscaped 
gardens, which is due to be completed in June 2020.

“Having worked with Skillcrown for over a decade,” 
commented Lisa Shead, Senior Land and New Business 
Manager at Moat, “we were delighted that we were their 
preferred housing association for this project. We look 
forward to working with Skillcrown and watching the 
progress of this development, which will provide more 
choice for first-time buyers looking to enter the property 
market.”

NEW HOMES TO BLOOM 
AT SITE OF FORMER 
GARDEN CENTRE

NEIGHBOURLINESS 
AWARD PRESENTED 
AT LAUNCH OF 
PEPPERMINT COURT 

eppermint Court is a purpose-built housing 
development for those aged 55 and over, 
comprising 23 apartments over three floors 
and featuring a communal lounge, garden, 
parking and video entry system for added 

security. As contractors, Skillcrown worked with Sutton 
Housing to develop the scheme, which is conveniently 
situated in a quiet residential area and was completed last 
summer.

After an official opening conducted by The Worshipful 
Mayor of Sutton, Steve Cook, the award presentation took 
place, followed by a guided tour and celebratory buffet and 

drinks reception. The Pat Shaw Award – named after the first 
Chairperson of Sutton Housing Society – is given to residents 
who are recognised for consistently ‘going the extra mile’ in 
helping their neighbours.

“It was my honour to present the Pat Shaw Award to Valerie 
Rollason,” said Skillcrown’s Managing Director, Salik Osman, 
“who has gone above and beyond in helping her neighbours. 
Congratulations to Valerie and all the other finalists. It was a 
real pleasure to see the community in full swing at this official 
opening and we are delighted to have partnered successfully 
with Sutton Housing Society once again.”

At the official opening of Peppermint 
Court at Bond Gardens in Wallington, 
Skillcrown was proud to present a special 
award for neighbourliness to local 
resident, Valerie Rollason.

Skillcrown is delighted to have secured 
another housing project in partnership 
with longstanding client, Moat Housing. 
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PLANNING 
PERMISSION 
SECURED FOR  
ST MARY’S ROAD, 
DARTFORD

CONTRACT FOR 
ROOKERY LODGE 
SECURED WITH 
MHS HOMES

he development will 
consist of three modern 
buildings, with one block 
of 18 units earmarked 
for shared ownership. 

Conveniently located adjacent to Stone 
Crossing station with just a 40-minute 
train journey into the heart of London. 
The project is also close to Bluewater 
shopping centre and will be the first in 
the whole borough to provide electric 

vehicle charging points for the whole 
development.

Together with BHD Architects and 
DHA Planning, early discussions 
were undertaken with the planners to 
ensure that the scheme – which is in 
an area that is undergoing significant 
regeneration – was designed to be both 
modern in appearance and considerate 
to the area.  During the planning process, 
members of the Skillcrown team made 

themselves available and consulted with 
local residents and local councillors to 
help alleviate any concerns that might 
arise.

Our continuous success in planning and 
growth means we are always on the 
lookout for new opportunities to take 
through the planning process, so if you 
are aware of any such opportunities
please do get in touch.

he project is to deliver 14 
units comprising two- and 
three-bedroom houses plus a 
pair of one-bedroom flats for 
over 55s at Thatchers Lane 

in Cliffe, Rochester. “After a delay on site 
to ensure the safety of nesting birds and 
bats that were present within the existing 
building,” explained Salik Osman, Managing 
Director of Skillcrown, “we are pleased that 
Rookery Lodge is now cleared and work 
has begun on site. We were delighted
to win this contract and look forward to

demonstrating our skill set and delivering a 
successful project in this new partnership.”

The site previously housed a sheltered 
accommodation scheme operated by MHS, 
the residents of which have now been 
relocated to central Rochester. The new 
scheme will provide a mixture of shared 
ownership, affordable homes and market-
rent houses for the people of Rochester. 
Higham station is conveniently close to 
the development, which is also near to an 
RSPB nature reserve.  

Each house will benefit from a driveway 
and garden, with parking bays provided 
for each flat.

Sarah Paxton from MHS Homes 
commented, “We were impressed with 
the high quality and work ethic of 
Skillcrown, demonstrated through their 
portfolio. I am confident the team will 
deliver and, so far, they have shown 
great professionalism and efficiency.”

In the second half of 2018, 
Skillcrown was granted 
planning consent under 
delegated powers by 
Dartford Borough Council 
for the development of 70 
apartments on St Mary’s  
Road in Greenhithe. 

Skillcrown is excited to 
announce that it has secured 
a contract with MHS Homes 
via a competitive tender 
process. 
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SKILLCROWN INSIDER

ur Hillingdon Street scheme scooped the 
Best Small Development prize at the National 
Housing Awards 2018 alongside housing 
association, Wandle. 
Announced at a prestigious ceremony on 

6th  September at London’s Grosvenor House, the accolade 
recognised the development’s contribution to enhancing 
the local area, as well as meeting high standards in both 
environmental and design aspects.

Celebrating excellence in affordable housing schemes with 
no more than 30 units, the Best Small Development award 
requires prospective nominees to submit an entry with a 
range of elements including a brief summary of the scheme, 
imagery and floor plans. Wandle submitted the entry earlier 
in the year and the result was eagerly awaited by all in the 
build-up to the high-profile awards ceremony. 

In their comments the judges called the development 
of 20 apartments “a clear winner”, as an innovative and 
forward-thinking housing project. Adding to their reasons for 
awarding this development the top spot, the judges wrote: 
“This 100% shared ownership scheme provided excellently 
planned affordable housing for the local community 
in central London. A well designed and very attractive 
development with a great variety of layouts and many 
innovative features with sustainability key to the design.”

“We are beyond delighted to have won this prestigious 
award with Wandle,” said Salik Osman, Skillcrown’s Managing 
Director. “We know we have delivered a high-quality scheme 
but it’s very flattering to have that recognised by independent 
judges. We’d like to congratulate all those involved in helping 
make this project a success and providing more opportunity 
for future homeowners to get on the property ladder.”

O

Skillcrown wins accolade for 
Best Small Development at the 
National Housing Awards 2018
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SKILLCROWN INSIDER

tepping up our existing 
sponsorship commitment 
to Bromley Football Club, 
Skillcrown became one  
of its main sponsors from  

the start of the 2018/19 season.

Having built a close relationship with 
the club in recent years regularly 
attending games and Hospitality 
Days, we are delighted to increase our 
sponsorship in support of the local 
team.  In addition to becoming one 

of the main sponsors, Skillcrown is 
also the lead shirt sponsor for the U23 
team, partner to Bromley FC TV and 
nominator of Man of the Match.

“We are extremely pleased to get such 
a successful local property developer 
involved with Bromley Football Club,” 
said Jerry Dolke, Club Chairman, “and 
we hope it’s the start of a long and 
mutually beneficial partnership. It is very 
easy to become a fan of this football 
club – as the Skillcrown directors have 

found, because they come and support 
us at all our home games!”

Commented Salik Osman, Skillcrown’s 
MD, “As a Bromley-based company, we 
are thrilled to support this great football 
club and the teams that play here. We 
believe our local community is really 
important and we endeavour to help 
in any way that we can. We’re excited 
about our association with the club and 
wish all the teams the best of luck for a 
successful season.”

ommitted to supporting 
the communities we are 
developing in, we were 
pleased to sponsor the 
Christmas Fair of Sacred 

Heart Primary School, located just a 
short walk from our Albany House site 
in New Malden.

Held annually, this year’s fair featured 
an ice rink, stalls, refreshments and 
a raffle. With the festive atmosphere 
of a Christmas market, the event is 
the school’s biggest fundraiser. The 
money raised is used to purchase vital 
educational resources by the Parent 

& Staff Association, supporting 350 
children from local families.
“We would like to thank Skillcrown for 
their generous donation towards Sacred 
Heart Primary School’s Christmas Fair 
on 24th November,” said Anna Cave, 
Sponsorship & Donations Manager for 
the Parent & Staff Association. “They 
have demonstrated a vested interest 
in the community in which they are 
building and for that we are extremely 
grateful.”

As a registered member of the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme, 
Skillcrown adheres to the Code of 

Considerate Practice and gives the 
utmost consideration to the impact of 
development on neighbours and the 
public at large. “At Skillcrown, we take 
our community efforts seriously and we 
admire the cause and work of the Parent 
& Staff Association of Sacred Heart,” 
said Managing Director, Salik Osman. 
“With our development being en route 
of many pupils attending the primary 
school and the site’s crane drawing 
particular attention from them,  
we were very pleased to support  
them in this way.”
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Skillcrown scores Main 

Sponsor for Bromley FC

Working in the community:

Skillcrown sponsors Sacred 
Heart Primary School 

Christmas Fair


