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elcome to the latest issue of 
our biannual newsletter  
and on this occasion it is  
also our 25th Anniversary.

 
On Thursday 18th February 1993 the 
Skillcrown brand was born. From our 
first project, a conversion of 3 flats 
in Wellmeadow Road, Catford to our 
130,000 sq/ft mixed-use development in 
Bexleyheath, our projects have been as 
varied as their locations.

I joined Skillcrown in 2004 and when I 
reflect on where we were as a company 
then, to where we are now, it’s been an 
incredible journey. And the structure of 
the Skillcrown Group in 2018 compared 
to the one that was incorporated in 
1993 is simply unrecognisable – the 
progression and growth has been 
exceptional.

We secured some exciting new projects 
last year and we currently have nine 
under construction. In addition, we have 
a variety of projects at different stages in 
the planning process – and we remain 
hungry to continue with building our 
pipeline of projects, whether that is 
construction work for the public sector, 
housing for private sale or even another 
hotel investment/mixed-use site.

I am personally delighted with the steady 
progression we have made, and continue 
to make, and I am excited at the prospect 
of where Skillcrown will be on its 30th 
and 35th anniversaries and beyond!

I would like to take the opportunity to 
thank everyone who has contributed to 
our success over the years, and I look 
forward to working with you again  
in the future.

So, here’s to the next 25 years!

Salik Osman 
Managing Director
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25 and counting!



STEADY GROWTH CONTINUES

t the start of the year I took 
time to reflect, as the latter 
part of 2017 seemed quite 
inactive from a new business 

perspective, which was mainly due to the 
fact that we contracted over 250 units 
in the first six months of 2017. As well 
as securing these units for our pipeline, 
our construction team handed over in 
excess of 225 units across seven sites and 
we had a particular focus on the existing 
and new planning applications we had 
in place or were preparing to submit. 
Considering all of this, I am delighted 
with what we achieved last year.

Another reason for the second half of the 
year appearing to be slow was perhaps 
that many were awaiting the outcome 
of one of the most anticipated autumn 
budgets of recent times.  While the 
Chancellor clearly focused on boosting 
the supply of housing, he received 
some criticism for a lack of focus on 
affordable housing, as the majority of 
new funding was aimed at stimulating 
the private sector. While the budget has 
made some allowance for affordable 
housing it is unclear (well, at least to me) 
how it will assist housing associations in 

securing new sites for their development 
programmes. On the plus side, SDLT 
being axed on the first £300k of 
properties for first-time buyers can only 
help those trying to get onto the  
property ladder.

On the subject of affordable housing, 
Skillcrown will be co-hosting a pop-in 
afternoon tea with Acorn at The Grand in 
Brighton to celebrate the start of the 2018 
CIH Conference. So if you are attending 
the conference and want to pop in, we’ll 
be at The Victoria Terrace on Wednesday 
7th March 2018 between 1pm and 4pm – 
we hope to see you there!

Our focus for this year is to source 
projects that will enable us to continue 
our growth. To do so, we will consider 
both consented and subject-to-planning 
opportunities. Although we continue to 
be frustrated by the planning system, we 
are of the mindset that we’ll endeavour 
to have as many sites in planning as 
possible, given the unpredictable nature 
of the process. So, if you are considering 
selling a potential site or are aware of 
something that may be of interest to us, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 

As always, I hope you enjoy reading our 
newsletter and I welcome any questions 
you may have on the projects featured. 
The entire Skillcrown team wishes you a 
happy and prosperous 2018.

Kevin Clark
Land & Business Development Director
Kevin@skillcrownhomes.co.uk
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Looking back, 2017 was an extremely successful year for Skillcrown and early indications  
from our management accounts show it to be yet another record-breaking one,  
continuing our steady growth year on year. 
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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL HANDOVER  
FOR HYDE IN MAIDSTONE

W
e are delighted to have 
completed our latest 
development in Maidstone, 
Kent, on behalf of Hyde.  

Located on Milton Street, the 
development comprises 16 houses 
and six flats that are a mixture of 
shared ownership and affordable rent 
properties.

The project started in December 2015 
and has transformed a neglected 
business centre into a selection of 
contemporary homes. The development 
is located just a ten-minute walk from 
Maidstone West station, which provides 

frequent rail services to London 
terminals and Kent coastal towns. 
Also located within a short distance is 
Maidstone’s premier outdoor shopping 
centre, Fremlin Walk. Maidstone is 
also home to the award-winning, 
450-acre Mote Park, featuring a water 
sports centre that offers a variety of 
activities including sailing, kayaking and 
canoeing.

“We thoroughly enjoyed working on the 
Milton Street development,” said Salik 
Osman, Skillcrown’s Managing Director. 
“Following a re-design of the scheme 
to bring it in line with the HCA design 

standards, we are absolutely delighted 
with the final result,” he added.

For Hyde, Mike Finch, Regional 
Development Director, commented: 
“We have a long, successful history 
of impressive developments with 
Skillcrown and the Milton Street 
development is no exception. They 
have helped us to deliver this high-
quality project, built with modern 
features and designed to provide 
excellent accommodation to those 
in need of housing. We hope to 
work with Skillcrown again on future 
developments.”

BUILD 
CONTRACT 
SECURED IN 
NEW MALDEN

e are delighted to have 
secured our latest build 
contract, Albany House, on 
behalf of our long-standing 

client, Wandle. Situated in New Malden, 
South West London, the development 
will comprise 41 modern flats with 36 
destined for shared ownership and five 
to be rented units.

Wandle had been trying to secure the 
project for almost a year.  What we were 
able to do was give them the comfort of 
a fixed-price build contract, and we were 
able to move swiftly in order to secure it.
The project will be built over five storeys 
and will include 25 car parking and 63 
cycle store spaces for residents. The 
accommodation will attract commuters, 
being close to excellent transport links 
from Motspur Park and Raynes Park 

stations, both of which provide frequent 
South Western Railway services into 
central London and Surrey. Many of the 
flats will have stylish Juliet balconies, 
affording plenty of natural light from the 
floor-to-ceiling windows. Construction 
of the project commences in January 
2018 and is expected to be completed by 
the start of 2020.

“Having worked with Skillcrown in the 
past,” commented Pete Beggan, Land 
Manager at Wandle, “we are confident 
in their ability to deliver an exceptional 
development. We are pleased that 
we will be able to offer the majority 
of homes in Albany House for shared 
ownership, enabling a more viable 
option for people who want to get onto 
the property ladder.”
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STUNNING NEW ESTATE IN GREENHITHE
he team at Skillcrown is 
delighted to have completed 
its latest development in 
Greenhithe, Kent, with 

affordable housing provider, Orbit. This 
project comprises 18 houses and 35 
flats, with 22 of the homes for shared 
ownership and 31 for affordable rent. The 
majority of the properties benefit from a 
stylish Juliet balcony and car parking is 
available for all residents.

Located on St Mary’s Road, the site is 
close to Stone Crossing railway station, 
which provides frequent services to 
central London and Kent. The green 

space of Worcester Park is situated just 
minutes away, with many charming 
features including a play area for young 
children. The development is only a five-
minute car journey from the A2 and just 
a short drive from Ebbsfleet International 
station, which offers high-speed services 
to London King’s Cross. For shopaholics, 
this development could not be better 
located, being only a 10-minute drive 
from the UK’s fourth-largest shopping 
centre, Bluewater.

“It’s been a pleasure to work with Orbit 
on this development,” said Skillcrown’s 
Managing Director, Salik Osman. “The 

addition of 53 new homes to the area 
brings many benefits to future residents, 
including proximity to transport links 
to London and beyond, local shopping 
amenities and scenic views along the 
nearby River Thames.”

Clive Astall, Head of Development for 
Orbit commented: “Having worked with 
Skillcrown on other projects, we knew 
that the team at Skillcrown would deliver 
some exemplary properties. We are 
delighted with their professionalism and 
the quality of their work, and hope to 
unite with them again on future projects.”
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SKILLCROWN HELPS BOOST AFFORDABLE RENT 
ACCOMMODATION IN CENTRAL CROYDON

e are delighted to 
have contributed to 
Croydon’s ongoing 
regeneration by 

handing over a new development 
for affordable rent. Completed for 
our client, Hyde – one of the largest 
housing associations working in 
England – the site is situated on 
the corner of Tamworth Road and 
comprises 28 apartments. The 10 
one-bedroom, 12 two-bedroom 
and 6 three-bedroom homes are all 
available for affordable rent.

“It’s been a pleasure to work on 
another development for Hyde,” said 
Skillcrown’s Managing Director, Salik 
Osman. “Croydon is going through 
one of the biggest regeneration 
projects in the country and demand 
for properties is essential, so these 
apartments will no doubt prove 
extremely popular.”

The four-storey development is in 
a sought-after location in Croydon 
town centre, close to Centrale 
shopping centre and to excellent 
transport links, including the tram 
network and trains into central 
London. The development also has 

12 parking bays and a cycle store for 
use by residents.

The build benefits from balconies 
on apartments from the first floor 
upwards. Outdoor space is within 
walking distance, with Wandle Park 
being just a few minutes away – 
perfect for leisurely strolls or sports 
activities.

“It has been great to work in 

partnership with Skillcrown to 
provide much needed new housing 
in London and give people a roof 
so they can make a home,” said 
Diane Lyel, Lead Construction 
Project Manager at Hyde. “Once 
again, we have been impressed with 
Skillcrown’s experience, the quality 
of their work and the delivery of the 
project.”
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SKILLCROWN INSIDER

n 16th December, the 
Skillcrown team celebrated 
a successful 2017 by hosting 
clients at The Den, home 

of Millwall FC where Skillcrown were 
Matchday Sponsors for the game between 
The Lions and Middlesbrough. 

The fun for Skillcrown’s staff and clients 
kicked off at midday in the hospitality 
lounge, where everyone enjoyed a festive 
three-course lunch with wine. The first 
half proved to be action-packed with 
Millwall taking a two goal lead before 
half-time. During the break, Skillcrown and 

guests were invited down onto the pitch 
for photos with the clubs’ captains.

As part of the sponsorship package, 
the Skillcrown party was invited to 
vote on ‘Man of the Match’, the choice 
was Millwall midfielder, George Saville, 
for his inspirational performance and 
contribution to the 2-1 win. Kevin Clark, 
Land Director at Skillcrown, had the 
privilege of being presented with a signed 
shirt by Saville. The whole day proved to 
be a great way for Skillcrown to share a 
very successful year of business with  
their clients.

OFOOTBALL 
FESTIVITIES FOR 
SKILLCROWN 
AS MATCHDAY 
SPONSOR

CONSIDERATION? CONSIDER IT DONE!
killcrown is delighted to 
have had one of its sites 
featured as a case study on 
the Best Practice Hub of 

the Considerate Constructors Scheme, 
an independent organisation founded 
in 1997 by the construction industry to 
improve its image.

The project on London Road in 
Greenhithe, which was completed in 
April 2016, was given the spotlight as it 

was deemed to showcase best practice 
in adhering to the Code of Considerate 
Practice. The development for housing 
association, Hyde, consisted of 13 
two and three bedroom apartments 
complete with parking. Located in a 
busy area, the site previously housed 
workshops and is surrounded by 
residential properties, a restaurant and a 
gymnasium.

“On all our developments, we work 

closely with local residents and 
businesses that might be affected by 
a new project, keeping them up-to-
date with plans as well as dealing with 
any concerns,” explained Salik Osman, 
Managing Director at Skillcrown. 
“We are therefore delighted to have 
this commitment recognised by the 
Considerate Constructors Scheme 
for the way we dealt with this 
development.” 
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Demonstrating
Consideration


