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Welcome
ell, where do I start on 2016.  
The phrase a “year of two 
halves” has certainly been 
overused in our sector and 

across the board, but for Skillcrown that 
phrase could not be more appropriate 
for the last twelve months. 

I mentioned in the last issue that the first 
half of 2016 was frantic but successful, 
which set us up nicely heading into 
the second half of the year.  The focus 
was then on securing new projects 
to start at the beginning of 2017, but 
with the EU Referendum result (this 
subject has been discussed to death) the 
cloud of uncertainty refused to budge 
despite there being no drastic fall in 
house prices and even with The Bank 
of England cutting interest rates to an 
all-time low, this was not enough to 
fully install complete confidence in the 
market.

The final 6 months of the year were 
very challenging, although the line from 
many was “business as usual” everything 
felt like a real battle.  But I am delighted 
to report that the year finished off on a 
high. In December we secured two new 
build contracts, erected an ALL SOLD 

sign at our Saskia Mews development 
and have plans in place to submit 
planning for over 50 units in Lewisham 
in the first quarter of 2017.

With that in mind we enter 2017 on 
a high. I have already touched on 
the interest rates being cut, coupled 
that within the Autumn Statement 
chancellor Philip Hammond announced 
£1.4bn in funding for 40,000 homes 
and flexibility around the additional, 
previously announced, £4.7bn in the 
Shared Ownership and Affordable 
Homes Programme to 2021. 

This means Registered Providers can  
use government grant to build 
affordable rented, shared ownership and 
rent-to-buy homes, and with finance at 
an all-time low, both private and public 
sectors should now have the confidence 
to hit the ground running this year.

Although we have recently secured a 
couple of new projects, we are due to 
complete a number of sites in the first 
half of the year and we are currently 
looking for opportunities both private 
and affordable to replace them. So if 
you are considering selling a potential

site or are aware of something that 
may be of interest to us, please do  
not hesitate to contact myself or  
Josh Beeston on 020 8462 3030.

I hope you enjoy reading about our 
newsletter and I wish you all a very 
prosperous 2017.

Kevin Clark
Land & Business Development Director
Kevin@skillcrownhomes.co.uk
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TANNERS HILL DEVELOPMENT HANDED OVER
e are delighted to have 
completed and handed over 
our latest development, 
Tanners Hill, to Registered 

Provider, Affinity Sutton. Working with  
DB Architects, the scheme was designed 
to provide 58 one-, two- and three-
bedroom apartments, all available for 
affordable housing, comprising of 15 
for affordable rent and 43 for shared 
ownership.

The completed development is in the 
prime south-east London location of 

Deptford, in close proximity to New Cross 
and Deptford mainline stations. Previously, 
the site was occupied by a yard with 
offices, which had remained vacant for 
a number of years. Redevelopment was 
an obvious choice to help provide more 
housing opportunities in the area.

Salik Osman, Managing Director at 
Skillcrown, said, “We thoroughly enjoyed 
working on the Tanners Hill development 
and we are very happy with the final 
result.” He added, “Skillcrown is proud to 
play its part in helping to deliver homes to 

individuals looking to get onto the London 
property ladder, and Tanners Hill will be 
the ideal starting place for many Affinity 
Sutton residents.”

Ian Hagger, Regional Development 
Director at Affinity Sutton, said, “We have 
a history of successful partnership with 
Skillcrown that spans over ten years. 
They have helped us to deliver this new 
scheme, which is designed to a high-
quality specification and built with strong 
architectural features.”
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TIME CALLED ON PUB IN KINGSTON

A
s 2016 drew to a close, we 
secured a contract to deliver  
a 7-storey block of apartments 
and a large commercial unit on 

behalf of Affinity Sutton, on the site of a 
former public house in Kingston.

Although terms were first agreed in 
September, the transaction proved 
complicated for a number of reasons.  

With the assistance of ANSUN 
Development Consultants all issues were 
overcome and, after the completion of the 
merger between Affinity Sutton and Circle 
Housing, contracts were finally signed in 
December to deliver 30 one, two and three 
bedroom apartments, with 26 for shared 
ownership and four apartments  
for affordable rent.

Ian Hagger, Regional Development 
Director at Affinity Sutton, said,  
“We have always been impressed with the 
schemes delivered by Skillcrown. We are 
confident that the Kingston project will 
meet the standards we are used to seeing 
from their team.”

INVICTA WORKS: DEVELOPMENT UNDER WAY
redundant business centre 
surrounded by residential housing 
in central Maidstone, Invicta Works 
was acquired off-market with the 

assistance of development consultant, ANSUN.

The site benefited from a detailed planning 
consent for 22 units but it was obvious that 
some value engineering would be needed in 
order to make the build more economical. 
Working with Hyde Housing, a scheme was 
submitted that reduced some oversized units, 
proposed more maintenance-friendly materials 
and removed some unnecessary and costly 
retaining structures.

The amended planning consent was granted 
and we are well under way to provide six 
2-bedroom flats for affordable rent and sixteen 
3-bedroom houses for shared ownership. 
The scheme is earmarked for completion in 
February 2018.
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I
n the summer of 2016 we 
secured a contract with  
Moat Homes to deliver 19 
units – including one,  

two and three bedroom apartments –  
at The Haven in Sydenham.

The S106 contract is part of a bigger 
development in a popular location by 

Crystal Palace Road, and was won via 
a competitive tender process. The site 
itself was previously the location of a 
Salvation Army care home, which was 
surrounded by a substantial plot of land, 
and is just a stone’s throw from the 
famous Crystal Palace Park.

The apartments are being developed for 

both shared ownership and affordable 
rent. Kim McGregor from Moat Homes, 
said, “We have worked with Skillcrown 
on many projects in the past so we are 
accustomed to the high-standard product 
they deliver on all of their developments. 
We are looking forward to working with 
them again and seeing this scheme come 
to fruition.” 

SYDENHAM S106 CONTRACT SECURED

n the summer of 2016 we bolstered 
our development programme by 
securing a contract with Orbit 
Housing to deliver 12 x 2 bedroom 

apartments and 4 x 3 bedroom houses in Erith, 
all for affordable rent.  

The development is located at St John’s Hall, 
West Street, within walking distance of Erith’s 
mainline train station. Although the project is 
now underway, it did have its challenges, with 
work delayed for nearly two years until the 
Town Hall and Scout Hut moved to their new, 
multi-purpose premises.

Clive Astall, Head of Development at Orbit 
Housing, said, “We are currently working with 
Skillcrown on other developments and have 
always been impressed with the efficiency and 
high quality of their work. We are confident the 
team will impress once again.”
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SKILLCROWN INSIDER

e’re proud to announce our 
long-term sponsorship of 
rising tennis sensation, Issey 
Purser. Issey, aged 12, was 

inspired to take up tennis by her older 
brother, Luke, who at age 18 has a tennis 
sponsorship in Ohio. Issey trains 14 hours 
a week, and is currently ranked sixth in 
the country in the 12-14 age category. 

She finished the year by winning 
the regional U16 tournament in 
Southampton over Christmas, beating 
the number one seed in straight sets, 
6-1 6-1. It was the perfect ending to her 
most successful year to date, in which 

she also won the U14 County category in 
the HSBC Road to Wimbledon event and 
reached the semi-finals of the U12 Tennis 
Europe competition in Portugal.

In 2017 Issey will be focusing her efforts 
on qualifying for Tarbes 2018 in France,  
a competition for the top 64 players in 
the U14 category from around the world.  
To qualify, she will need to compete in at 
least ten overseas Tennis Europe events, 
which requires considerable investment 
in terms of time, commitment and 
finances.

“2017 is going to be an exciting year 
for Issey and we’re delighted to be 

able to contribute towards helping her 
realise her ambition to become a top 
Junior International tennis player,” said 
Skillcrown Managing Director, Salik 
Osman. “With longer term ambitions to 
play at Junior Wimbledon in 2022, we’re 
confident that Issey will go far and we 
look forward to following her progress 
and being part of that journey.”

It’s not all hard work, Issey and her family 
will be attending Wimbledon 2017 as 
guests of Tim Henman, who was so 
impressed with Issey that he has also 
promised her a tennis session at the  
All England Club.

lthough the summer 
now seems a long time 
ago, the Skillcrown team 
enjoyed a fantastic day at 

an annual cricket event held at Bromley 
Cricket Club (BCC), along with clients 
and friends. The highly anticipated 
match was between BCC and PCA 
England Masters, a team that included 
some famous personalities from 

British sporting history, such as Mark 
Ramprakash and Matthew Hoggard. 

The event began with an enthusiastic 
welcome speech from Richard Lane, 
President of BCC. Delicious food and 
drink were savoured throughout the day, 
with entertainment going on well into 
the night. All proceeds raised went to 
BCC’s Youth Development Programme 
and improvements for the clubhouse.

Salik Osman, Managing Director of 
Skillcrown, said, “The day provided the 
perfect opportunity for us to network 
with friends and clients. The whole 
Skillcrown team had a brilliant time and 
we would like to thank everyone for 
joining us and Bromley Cricket Club for 
holding yet another great event.”
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SKILLCROWN INSIDER

wapping his steel toe-
capped boots for trainers 
and putting his best foot 
forward, Michael Skehan, a 

groundworker here at Skillcrown, took 
part in the Royal Parks Foundation Half 
Marathon. Covering 13.1 miles through 
central London, Michael ran the race 
of his life, achieving an impressive time 
of 1.43.24 and raising over £200 for 

his chosen charity, War Child, which 
protects, educates and campaigns for 
the rights of children affected by war.

Beginning at Hyde Park, Michael put his 
recent love of running into practice as 
he joined the starting line, along with 
over 16,000 other runners. Focused on 
reaching the finish in one piece, he set 
off on a route that took him through 
four of the capital’s Royal Parks – Hyde 

Park, Green Park, St James’s Park and 
Kensington Gardens.

“It was a tough and busy race,” said 
Michael, “but I loved every minute and 
was proud to finish with a respectable 
time while raising money for such 
a worthy cause. War Child is quite a 
small charity so I wanted to help build 
awareness for them and raise as much 
money as I could.”
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