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newsletter

Full speed ahead!
t seems like only yesterday 
that I was putting the fi nishing 
touches to our last newsletter 
– suddenly we have another 

six months of business activity to report 
on!  At the start of the year, it would not 
have been deemed foolish to think that 
the market might start to cool down 
with the general election looming, but 
quite the opposite happened.  There 
was a real eagerness to conclude as 
many transactions as possible before 
entering into what was widely predicted 
to be a hung parliament, which would 
have resulted in uncertainty and a loss 
of momentum in the property sector.  
Instead, a surprise majority government 
meant that the election passed by with no 
real distraction from day-to-day business.

For Skillcrown, the fi rst half of the year has 
seen the completion of around 90 units, 
signing contracts to deliver a further 108 
units and the start of work on two sites for 
private sale. We have also been preparing 

for the submission of a scheme for a 
new estate of 110 units in Maidstone and 
seen our planning application for a major 
regeneration project for 359 units 
in Crayford submitted, although 
we are still waiting for the outcome to 
be determined.

With the fi rst half of the year over, we 
fi nd ourselves in the privileged position 
of having a full build programme. So 
our sights are now set on acquiring 
opportunities for starts on site at the tail 
end of the year and the fi rst half of 2016. 
Given our continued expansion, it has 
become necessary to plan well ahead 
to ensure that we keep the Skillcrown 
Homes programme full and all our 
resources utilised. Obviously, it is vital to 
retain the support of our partners and I am 
confi dent that as we continue to perform 
with our straight-talking, no-nonsense 
approach, we will exceed all previous 
levels of business with them.

I

t the start of the year 
we were very close to 
purchasing an o�  ce and 
yard site in Greenhithe, 

occupied by a local contractor that had 
managed to secure a planning consent 
for its redevelopment to provide thirteen 
apartments.

It was our intention to secure the project 
for the Hyde Group as a ‘design & 
build’ package deal but the contractor, 
understandably, decided to take the 

project forward and build out the 
scheme on behalf of Hyde. However, 
after further due diligence, given that 
this type of project was not what the 
contractor normally undertook – Hyde 
returned to us to determine if we would 
honour our original price, which we did.

Construction is well under way at 
London Road to provide two 1-bedroom, 
nine 2-bedroom and two 3-bedroom 
apartments, all for A� ordable Rent.

SECOND CHANCE AT GREENHITHE

A

t the start of 2014 we secured 
a project via tender for a site 
owned by Amicus Horizon 
in Hastings. This was to build 

29 new homes at Farley Bank, one of the 
most challenging sites that Skillcrown has 
ever undertaken. It had previosly been 
occupied by 40 apartments and housed 
many Amicus Horizon tenants, but the 
building was extremely dated and fell 
below modern HCA accommodation 
standards.  

The new scheme was very demanding 
for our construction team, with the 
gardens of the terraced houses and 
apartments having to be set into the 
very steep bank after which the site is 
named. Detailed engineering, extensive 
excavation and continuous piling allowed 
us to erect a retaining wall structure that 
is approximately 130 metres long.

All 21 three-storey houses and eight 
apartments have now been successfully 
handed over, once again being occupied 
by Amicus Horizon tenants.

A

ollowing the challenging 
three years it took to secure 
a residential planning 
consent on a redundant and 

dilapidated commercial site in Hatton 
Road, Croydon, the fi nal piece of the 
jigsaw is now complete. Nine houses and 
ten fl ats have now been handed over in 
two stages to A�  nity Sutton.

Located in a primarily high-density 
residential area, the construction process 
had its challenges and, as ever, the 
Skillcrown team remained mindful of 

the need to minimise disturbance to 
local residents. Of course, construction 
cannot be a noise-free process but our 
site team worked tirelessly to update local 
residents about times of deliveries, road 
closures and the installation of services. 
One of the adjacent residents remarked 
to our site manager, “What an impressive 
development it has turned out to be.”

All nineteen homes have been earmarked 
for A� ordable Rent and have contributed 
towards the ongoing regeneration in the 
borough.

F
HATTON ROAD, CROYDON

HANDOVER IN HASTINGS

Kevin Clark, Land & Business 
Development Director

Should you have any comments regarding 
this newsletter, or if you wish to discuss 
any potential sites, I would be delighted 
to hear from you

Tel: 020 8462 3030 
kevin@skillcrownmhomes.co.uk  

n the last issue, I mentioned 
that I was looking to bolster 
our land department. After a 
rigorous round of interviews, 

I am delighted to announce that we have 
appointed Rupert James as Assistant Land 
Buyer. Rupert recently graduated from 
Kingston University with a 2:1 degree 
in Planning and Development. During 
his studies, he undertook several work 
experience placements that enabled him to 
acquire the practical knowledge and skill set 
required for this role.

Since joining, Rupert has proven his worth 
and has already assisted in making our 
department run far more e�  ciently. 

Should you have any opportunities you 
wish to discuss, Rupert would be delighted 
to hear from you on 020 8462 3030 or 
Rupert@skillcrownhomes.co.uk.

NEW STARTER

I
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onstruction is well under way 
for our scheme in Petts Wood, 
Bromley, comprising of two 
substantial semi-detached 

family homes. Conveniently located on 
Queensway, these new-build houses each 
o� er almost 1,800 sq ft of accommodation. 
Built with the outstanding high specifi cation 
normally associated with a Skillcrown Homes 
product the units o� er fi ve bedrooms, three 
bathrooms, a kitchen/dining room and a living 
room, as well as parking for two cars and a 
sizeable rear garden.

Situated about fi ve minutes’ walk from Petts 
Wood station, with direct trains to London, 
many shops and restaurants nearby, this 
development provides a fantastic location. 
The houses are due for completion in early 
autumn. For further details or to register 
interest, please contact 
JDM Land & New Homes on 020 8295 2505.

www.skillcrownhomes.co.uk 020 8462 3030 info@skillcrownhomes.co.uk

pon receiving planning 
consent in January 2014 
we had to wait a whole year 
before we could complete the 

purchase, as the previous owner needed 
su�  cient time to move out his current 
business, a factor we were happy to work 
around.

During that year, however, we were 
approached by many development 
companies and agents, all keen to enquire 
whether we might consider selling the 
site. Although we were given some very 

lucrative o� ers, we made the decision 
to build out the scheme ourselves.

The gated mews-style development 
o� ers a collection of just seven 
contemporary 3/4 bedroom terraced 
houses with o� -street parking and private 
gardens. As this issue goes to press, 
we are fi nishing the groundwork and 
the damp-proof course stage. 
We anticipate launching a show home 
in spring 2016 – for further details or 
to register interest, please contact 
Acorn New Homes on 020 8315 6996.

U

wned by the Nella family for 
over 25 years, the landmark 
site of Nella Cutlery Services 
in Nightingale Grove, Hither 

Green, was recently acquired on behalf of 
the Hyde Group.

Having outgrown the premises, the Nella 
family achieved a residential planning 
consent in order to maximise the sale 
price. This prime site, located within a 
stone’s throw of Hither Green station, 
was brought to the market by Acorn’s 
Commercial & Development Division 

and naturally attracted substantial 
local and national interest. 

Fending o�  national housebuilders, 
Skillcrown were able to o� er a fi xed-build 
price giving the Hyde Group the security it 
required at a time of constantly increasing 
build costs and took possession of the site 
in May. The development will comprise of 
a mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom units. 
There will be 20 apartments for Shared 
Ownership and 23 apartments for 
A� ordable Rent, with completion 
scheduled for March 2017.

O

C

LUGARD ROAD, PECKHAM SE15

SKILLCROWN HOMES - A CUT ABOVE 

POETIC RESULT 
IN BARD ROAD 

QUEENSWAY, PETTS WOOD

A
site in Bard Road, W10 – owned 
by Native Land, earmarked 
for o� -site a� ordable housing 
provision in the Royal Borough of 

Kensington & Chelsea and sold to Registered 
Provider, A�  nity Sutton has been successfully 
completed and handed over by Skillcrown 
Homes.

Through a competitive tender, we secured the 
project to build out this seven-storey building. 
With a highly contemporary design featuring a 
sweeping curved roof, the building overlooks 
the A3220 and Westfi eld shopping centre in 
Shepherd’s Bush, West London.  

The fi rst three fl oors, which will provide B1 
o�  ce space, were built to a shell and core 
fi nish and handed back to Native Land as part 
of their original deal with A�  nity Sutton. 

The remaining fl oors have been constructed 
to a high specifi cation to provide thirteen 
apartments, all of which are earmarked for 
Shared Ownership tenure. The four 1-bedroom 
and nine 2-bedroom apartments were 
completed and handed over on schedule 
in May.

NEW HOME FOR 
SLOW-WORMS 

n the last issue, we reported that 
we had just secured a detailed 
planning consent in Dartford at 
local level for 53 new homes in St 

Mary’s Road, Stone. Upon receiving the planning 
consent, we had substantial interest from a 
number of Registered Providers and private 
developers who were all keen to purchase the 
site, which is adjacent to Stone Crossing station.

In the end, Orbit Housing showed the 
strongest interest and a ‘design & build’ package 
deal was agreed whereby Skillcrown Homes 
would build the scheme to supply 18 houses 
and 35 apartments with mixed tenure of 
A� ordable Rent and Shared Ownership.

Since taking possession, the site has not been 
without challenges – or, rather, one challenge 
in particular: ecology! Although we were aware 
of the presence of Anguis fragilis (slow-worms), 
we were not prepared for quite how many 
inhabited the site. Granted protected status 
under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981, 
these slippery customers are currently being 
carefully gathered and relocated in a suitable 
habitat.
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