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Welcome

H
 appy New Year and 
 welcome to the second 
 edition of the Skillcrown 
 Homes newsletter. Since
our first issue, my assessment of the 
market has not changed much: it’s 
exciting to operate in but remains tough!

Although a relaxing wind down to 
the Christmas break would have been 
welcomed, the reality was frantic activity 
to conclude build contracts, pending 
planning applications and ongoing legal 
negotiations before the end of 2014 kept 
us busy right up to the Christmas break. 
The second half of the year saw us secure 
in excess of 150 units to be constructed 
over the next 18 months, as well as 
securing several conditional contracts to 
promote planning applications for eight 
detached houses in Bexley, 50+ units in 
Bromley and circa 100 units in Maidstone.

Our accounts have yet to be finalised but 
we have again achieved record-breaking 
figures, exceeding both last year’s turnover 
and number of units completed.

We are continuing to grow –  
welcoming numerous new faces to our 
team on site and recently appointing a 
new Assistant Quantity Surveyor in our 
main office – and we intend to add to our 
workforce again this year and are currently 
looking for a new Land Buyer/Assistant.

Our thoughts now turn to 2015 and 
maintaining our growth, with one eye 
on exceeding our results yet again. We 
have been delighted with the support that 
our partners have shown us, continually 
helping us to source and secure new 
projects. I am sure their confidence is 
rooted in our personable approach to 
business, and track record of delivery and 
we hope that it continues. We are always 
looking for new opportunities, so if you 
are considering selling a potential site or 
are aware of something that may be of 
interest to us, I would be delighted to hear 
from you on 020 8462 3030 or kevin@
skillcrownhomes.co.uk.

I hope you enjoy reading about our recent 
projects in this newsletter and I wish you 
all a very prosperous 2015.



fter the successful handover 
earlier this year of three sites in 
Kent to Circle Housing, one of 
the Kent’s largest providers of 

a� ordable housing, we were immediately 
invited to tender for another 14 units for their 
London arm, Circle Housing Merton Priory.

We were successful in our tender for the 
project, split over two redundant garage 
sites, and took possession in autumn 2014.
The sites will provide space for one 
bungalow, nine apartments and four duplex
apartments for a mixture of shared 
ownership and a� ordable rent tenures.  

 

MERTON GARAGES 
TO MERTON HOMES

n the winter of 2012 
Orpington-based property 
consultants, Faithorn Farrell 
Timms, were instructed by 

H Smith Engineering Ltd – a fi rm of 
demolition contractors – to market their 
yard/o�  ce site in Fordcroft Road, which 
benefi tted from a detailed planning 
consent for 20 houses and 8 apartments.

A marketing campaign was undertaken 

by Faithorn Farrell Timms and they 
approached a handful of contacts who 
would be interested in the site and would 
work with H Smith Engineering Ltd while 
the fi rm looked for new premises and 
moved their business from the site.

Despite signifi cant interest from national 
and local housebuilders, it was Skillcrown 
Homes with A�  nity Sutton that 
managed to acquire the site and an early 
exchange took place in February 2013, 
allowing H Smith Engineering to fi nd 
new premises and completion fi nally 
took place in September 2013.

A staged handover was agreed and 
11 houses for shared ownership and 
9 houses for a� ordable rent were 
completed in December 2014, with the 
fi nal 8 apartments for a� ordable rent 
being handed over this January.

DEMOLITION FIRM MAKES WAY FOR 
28 PROPERTIES IN ORPINGTON
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he former industrial site 
at Tanners Hill, SE8 which 
had lain redundant for over 
15 years was acquired by 

Registered Provider, Notting Hill, as part 
of the acquisition of another Registered 
Provider in 2004. Although the site 
had planning consent for a residential 
development, the scheme was not 
without fl aws.

Notting Hill acquired an adjacent site and 
set about securing planning consent for 
a project that was more economically 
viable and met the current London 
Housing Design Guide standards. 
Now with a desirable planning consent 
for 58 apartments and market demand 
at a high, a nationwide marketing 

campaign was undertaken by Savills.

From very early on, Skillcrown Homes 
showed real intent and interest in 
securing the project for another 
Registered Provider – A�  nity Sutton – 
and due diligence was undertaken from 
the o� .  Even with the complications of 
party wall and ‘build over’ agreements, 
as well as strong competition from 
national housebuilders, we exchanged 
and completed within fi ve weeks of 
draft contracts being issued.

With the area in high demand, A�  nity 
Sutton intends to provide 43 of the 58 
units for shared ownership, with the 
remaining 15 units being for a� ordable 
rent. Practical completion is earmarked 
for March 2016.

T
58 NEW HOMES TO REPLACE DEPTFORD YARD

THE BRICKS AWARD WINNERS 2014

n October, Skillcrown Homes was delighted to win 
the coveted LABC Warranty Award for Commercial 
Development of the Year. Known as ‘The Bricks’, 
the awards recognise the hard work of registered 

developers and contractors who stand out from the crowd in 
delivering high quality construction and design. 

Skillcrown received the accolade for the high standards and 
excellent fi nish of its mixed-use development in Albion Road, 
Bexleyheath. In addition to showing technical competency, 
build quality and excellent site and project management, 
nominees for The Bricks are judged on their ability to 
demonstrate a high level of organisational skill and customer 
service. 

The prize was presented to the Skillcrown project management 
team by comedian, Hugh Dennis, at a gala dinner and awards 
ceremony in central London.
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ALBION ROAD IS
COMMERCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
OF THE YEAR!

H
aving owned the site since 
January 2010, construction of this 
extensive mixed-use development 
fi nally began in November 2012. 

The former town centre car park has now 
been redeveloped to provide 43 residential 
apartments for Hyde Housing, earmarked for 
shared ownership (all of which sold o� -plan) 
and were handed over in November 2014  
and a 92-bedroom Premier Inn hotel with 
adjacent Brewers Fayre pub/restaurant, which 
was handed over in December. The site also 
provides an underground public car park for 70 
vehicles and has three multi-use commercial 
units ready to let, all are just a one-minute 
walk from the town centre.  

Such an extensive project obviously had its 
demands and obstacles but has, without 
question, been a joy to be involved in and 
will hopefully be the fi rst of many similar and 
bigger mixed-use developments. Now with 
both a Premier Inn and a Travelodge on our 
books, it would be foolish not to be looking to 
add to that portfolio – if you are aware of any 
such projects, please do get in touch.  
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DARTFORD ON THE UP! 1,2,3 DONE – GRAVESEND

BUNGALOW TO GO
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lready boasting a mere 
18-minute train journey 
into central London and 
Bluewater shopping centre, 

the Borough of Dartford has been the 
subject of much speculation about further 
significant regeneration for a number of 
years. Following recent confirmation that 
the town centre is to be revitalised in a 
£94 million uplift project plus the release 
of plans for a ‘Disney-style’ theme park 
in Ebbsfleet, outside of London, Dartford 
certainly seems to be ‘the place to be’ at 
the moment.

As such, when an opportunity came 
up in the borough adjacent to Stone 

Crossing railway station, Skillcrown 
jumped at it. With the site benefitting 
from a basic and dated outline application 
for 55 units including an extensive 
underground parking level, we instructed 
BHD Architects to undertake a detailed 
planning application to deliver eighteen 
3 and 4 bedroom houses and thirty-five 
2 bedroom flats with 96 surface parking 
spaces.

Early consultations with the council 
proved beneficial, as planning consent 
was granted at committee in October. 
Negotiations are ongoing regarding the 
end use for the site and we hope to 
inform you more in the next issue.

DARTFORD ON THE UP!

A

n behalf of Russett Homes, 
we completed fifteen units 
split over three sites in the 
Kent Borough of Gravesham. 

Having been invited to tender for all 
three sites, our competitive build price 
secured us the project to deliver six 
apartments, seven terraced houses and 
two bungalows – all for affordable rented 
tenure.

Logistically, the project proved very 
challenging, with all three sites being 
set deep inside built-up areas, making 
access for our workforce, while trying to 
avoid upheaval for surrounding properties  
extremely difficult at times. However, 
through efficient and personable office 
and site management, all units were 
handed over in just eleven months – 
three months ahead of schedule!

rather dated bungalow 
on a prominent corner 
location on Queensway in 
Petts Wood BR5, will soon 

be replaced by a pair of modern, five-
bedroom semi-detached houses.

The homeowner had managed to secure 
a detailed planning consent when an 
appeal against the council’s refusal was 
upheld in December 2013. Keen to 
maximise the value, the homeowner 
began to search for a developer/
contractor that was keen to secure and 
build out the project.

Up stepped Skillcrown Homes and with 
such a relaxed and commercially minded 
landowner, knowledgeable about the 
industry, negotiations were short and 
sweet. The intention is to market the 
units off-plan this summer.
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