
am delighted to introduce 
the first ever edition of 
the Skillcrown Homes 
Newsletter. This will be 

a regular publication to keep you 
updated with the exciting news and 
developments within our company.

This year we are celebrating twenty-one 
years in business. It certainly doesn’t feel 
as if Skillcrown Homes has been around 
for that long, but if I allow myself to stop 
and reflect on where we were back in 
1993 and compare it to our position 
today, the structure of the company is 
unrecognisable and our growth has been 
phenomenal.

Last year was our busiest and most 
successful to date – and 2014 has started 
off in the same vein, full of opportunities 
that are both demanding and enjoyable. 
Projections indicate another record-
breaking year in turnover and units 
completed, meaning continued growth 
for Skillcrown Homes.

I hope that you will learn more about 
our company – our abilities and our 
aspirations – in this newsletter and I look 
forward to sharing more news with you 
over the coming months.

Yalpiray (Ossie) Osman
Chairman
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apid progress at the Albion 
Road site in Bexleyheath 
means that the development 
is due to be completed early 

next year, ahead of schedule. Comprising 
of a 92-bedroom hotel, 73 underground 
parking spaces, 3 commercial units and 
43 apartments and situated next to a 
dual carriageway in the town centre, this 
project has certainly had its challenges. 
However, having been on site at the 
former public car park for over a year, the 
demands of this mixed-use development 
have only served to whet our appetite for 
projects of this nature.

The hotel has already been let on a 
long-term basis to Premier Inn, which 
will incorporate one of its mandatory 
restaurants in the property. Meanwhile, 
the apartments have all been sold to 
Hyde Housing, who have earmarked the 
units for Shared Ownership tenure. The 
3 commercial units are still to be let – for 
any enquiries about these, please contact  
Acorn Commercial on 020 8315 5454.

 

Our progress in Bexleyheath follows hot 
on the heels of another successful hotel 
development by Skillcrown Homes;  
the 92-bedroom hotel we built in Bromley 
and let on a long-term lease to Travelodge 
has proven to be a shrewd venture for the 
budget hotel brand – the hotel is always 
busy and is returning a profit. 

R

Mixed use developMent  
on schedule

The 92-bedroom Travelodge in Bromley 
opened for business in October 2012

s Land & Business 
Development Director, I am 
extremely excited about this 
new publication allowing 

me to keep you regularly updated 
with our continuous progression and 
reporting on our current and future 
projects.

We are keen to forge new working 
relationships, as well as building on our 
existing established client base which is 
instrumental to our continued success.  
We intend to build on our solid growth 
and strengthen our position as one of 
the South East’s leading developers.

As well as working on a number 
of large commercial projects, we 
have continued to add to our build 
programme for Registered Providers 
by winning numerous tenders and, in 
addition, we continue to source our 
own Design & Build contracts.  

These are certainly exciting times in 
the industry, with palpable optimism 
in the market and a real desire within 
Skillcrown Homes to exceed last years’ 
record results. Motivation is required 
now more than ever because, although 
the market is buoyant, we have to 
work extremely hard to secure projects. 
With the upturn comes increased 
competition, a challenge that I am 
glad to report we are continuing to 
overcome. 

We are always searching for new sites 
for private sale, affordable housing and 
commercial developments, so if you 
are considering selling land or know of 
anything that we might be interested 
in – or even if you just require advice 
– please do not hesitate to contact me 
personally on  020 8462 3030 or via 
e-mail: kevin@skillcrownhomes.co.uk

A

Kevin clark Land & Business 
Development Director



he Skillcrown Homes team  
is due to start work shortly  
on a new project in 
Plumstead. Located on a 

dilapidated industrial site known locally as 
Brickfield Cottages, just off King’s Highway, 
the development will provide 36 three- 
and four-bed houses and 6 apartments. 
Planning permission was secured by 
Regent Land & Developments, who 

arranged for the entire site to be sold  
and built as Affordable Rented tenure  
for Hexagon Housing Association.

There were, however, two problems  
to overcome. The first was that the site 
had long since been subject to rumours 
of having disused chalk mines directly 
underneath and the second was that an 
able contractor was needed.  
Acorn’s Commercial & Development 
Division suggested Skillcrown Homes 
and we decided to invest in extensive 
ground surveys. No chalk mines or voids 
were found and we are delighted to have 
been contracted to build this extensive 
development, which is due to  
be completed in February 2016.

t was late in 2010 when 
conditional contracts were 
secured on three separate sites 
in Croydon. They were the 

New Inn public house, which had been 
left redundant for nearly two decades,  
and two adjacent scrap metal yards, 
which had infrequent use.

With the continued assistance of London-
based architects, Moss Architecture, and 
planning consultant, GL Hearn, in late 2013 
– approximately three years after taking 
on the project – the final element of the 
three-piece jigsaw was secured. Now with 
planning consent over the three sites for 
10 apartments and 9 houses, a number of 
Registered Providers were keen to secure 
the project.

It was, however, Affinity Sutton that 
showed the strongest interest and a Design 
& Build contract was agreed for Skillcrown 
Homes to provide all 19 units for Affordable 
Rent, adding to the continued regeneration 
of Croydon.

potential Minefield avoided in pluMstead 

hat-tricK in croydon

he mews development 
completed in the sought-
after location of Bexley 
Village proved extremely 

attractive to buyers. The nine properties – 
three apartments and six houses – were 
constructed on behalf of Moat Housing 
and handed over in early March, three 
and half months ahead of schedule.

The homes were earmarked for Shared 
Ownership tenure and our project 
team worked very closely with Moats’ 
sales team to provide a product that 
would best match the demand that this 
development was likely to attract. 

The co-operation proved highly 
successful, with 20 reservations being 
taken for just nine properties on the 
morning of the development’s launch. 

Louise Marshall, Head of Sales and 
Marketing at Moat, commented, 
“Bexley Village is a beautiful location  
but there is undoubtedly a shortage  
of affordable homes. I’m delighted 
that we’ve been able to work with 
Skillcrown Homes to address this 
shortage, provide high-quality homes 
for nine households and work towards 
our ambition to bring an end to 
housing need.”
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ith a very steep slope 
extending the length of the 
site, Farley Bank in Hastings is 
proving to be a challenging 

development. 

The site, owned by Amicus Horizon, was 
previously occupied by 40 apartments, 
which were demolished to make way for 
a new scheme that would meet modern 
housing standards. A build contract was 
secured at the turn of the year for the site, 
which now has the benefit of planning 
permission for 29 residential homes, 
consisting of 8 apartments and 21 houses.

All the units needed to be set into the slope, 
Skillcrown Homes never being a company 
to shy away from more complicated 
projects, met the challenge head on. Over 
250 ten-metre piles were installed along 
the bank before approximately 400 loads 
of earth could be excavated to allow 
construction of the properties to begin. The 
project is on schedule to be completed by 
December 2014.

this BanK is no holiday 
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Bexley village developMent…a huge success!
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ollowing on from Skillcrown 
Homes’ successful tender 
with Circle Housing for 
two sites in Gravesend in 

December, negotiations were completed 
for us to build another site on their behalf 
for a further 6 apartments in the town.

Not having worked before with Circle 
Housing – one of the largest groups of 
housing associations in the UK – we are 
delighted to be working successfully on 
three sites for them now and we look 
forward to working on more projects in 
the future.

F

wned by Sutton Council and 
surplus to requirements, the 
former Glastonbury Education 
Centre was brought to the 

market with the benefit of planning 
permission for 20 two-and three-bed 
houses.

Forward-thinking Registered Provider, 
Affinity Sutton, purchased the site and 

Skillcrown Homes was invited to tender 
for the project. After being successful in 
the tender process, contracts were swiftly 
exchanged and we started on site in late 
November 2012.

The development, designed for Affordable 
Rent tenure, was completed and handed 
over in February 2014, two months 
ahead of schedule.

O

t was a happy New Year for 
Skillcrown Homes, as on 3rd 
January planning permission 
was granted under delegated 

powers for 7 four-bedroom houses in the 
increasingly popular area of Nunhead, 
SE15.

Construction is due to start in June/July 
and our aim is to deliver a contemporary 
finish and high specification for which 
we are renowned, with the units being 
marketed this autumn – for further details 
or to register interest, please contact  
Acorn New Homes on 020 8315 6996.
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circle of life
in gravesend

autuMn launch
planned in se15

The continued success of 
Skillcrown Homes is the result of the 
conscientious efforts and attention 
to detail our staff pride themselves 
on. So congratulations to Duncan, 
Forbes, Gravesend Site Manager, 
for winning a prestigious NHBC 
‘Pride in the Job’ award and being 
nominated for two further accolades. 
Keep up the good work, Duncan, and 
the rest of the Skillcrown team!

BHD Architects have been awarded the 
Charles Burr Heritage Award from the 
Bexley Civic Society for our development, 
Hatherley House in Sidcup.  

The award, collected by Jeff Haskins and 
presented by the Bexley Civic Society 
Chairman, Ken Chamberlain was for 
a design that was “sympathetically 
designed to complement the existing 
buildings and surrounding area, and 
contributing to improving amenities in 
the London Borough of Bexley”.

The development consisted of 58 
apartments and proved to be a huge 
success as the development SOLD OUT 
in speedy fashion.  

early handover in sutton nhBc aWard for 
duncan forBes

heritage aWard for 
hatherley house
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